Twenty years ago curative medicine and public health practice were widely separated subjects. The gap between the two was so broad that serious minded people were troubled by the thought that the breach might remain permanent. To-day in many health administrations curative medicine and public health practice are so intermingled that it is difficult to distinguish the one from the other. This backward swing of the pendulum may be no more permanent than its previous forwarded excursion and it is reasonable to conclude that the pendulum will come to rest permanently between the two extremes.
The present trend of unduly stressing treatment is the easiest way to obtain the interest of the people since they know nothing else about medicine, but it is inadequate; it is also unfair to the people themselves since it requires that they must become ill in order to receive health attention. Furthermore If properly carried out, the public health procedures in school health work will provide assurance that at the end of their education the student will find themselves physically and mentally sound. As a result they will constitute a healthy population which will be able to carry on the daily tasks more effectively to the benefit of themselves and hence to the country. Such [May, 1942 prospects, which are now uncommon, are worth large investments. 
